
QA-589 
Kirwan's Eareckson Farm 
203 Deer Run Lane 
Stevensville vicinity, Queen Anne's County 

Constructed circa 1860; expanded circa 1880 
Private 

Located on Batts Neck, on Kent Island, Kirwan's Eareckson Farm stands approximately three-and-one-

third miles south of Stevensville. It faces north, a little over a third of a mile north-northwest from the 

intersection of Deer Run Lane and Batts Neck Road. The house appears to be a circa-1880, two-and-a-

half-story, wood frame structure with a two-story, rear ell. Architectural and documentary details, 

however, indicate that a portion of the house may have been constructed circa 1850-1860. A non-historic 

ranch house, a non-historic garage, and a non-historic shed are located immediately to the west-northwest 

of the house; a historic, one-story, wood-frame, machine shed stands approximately thirty-five yards 

northeast. 

Notwithstanding its state of disrepair, Kirwan's Eareckson Farm is a typical Queen Anne's County 

farmhouse from the second half of the nineteenth century, and it illustrates the prevalence of tenant farming 

in the county in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Occupied by a tenant farmer as early as 

1860, Kirwan's Eareckson Farm continued to be used as a tenant farm through the early twentieth century. 

For most of the period between 1865 and 1930, half of more than half of the farmers in Queen Anne's 

County did not own the land they worked. 



Maryland Historical Trust Inventory No. QA-589 

Maryland Inventory of 
Historic Properties Form 

1. Name of Property 
historic Kirwan's Eareckson Farm (preferred); Eareckson Farm; Benjamin Bright Farm 

other 

2. Location 
street and number 203 Deer Run Lane _ not for publication 

city, town Stevensville, MD 21666-3015 X vicinity 

county Queen Anne's County 

3. Owner of Property 
name Ralph H., Sr. and Amelia Hamilton 

street and number 203 Deer Run Lane telephone 

city, town Stevensville state MD zip code 21666-3015 

4. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Queen Anne's County Courthouse liber MWM 42 folio 902 

city, town Centreville tax map 63 tax parcel 177 tax ID number 04-089723 

5. Primary Location of Additional Data 

Contributing Resource in National Register District 
Contributing Resource in Local Historic District 
Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
Recorded by HABS/HAER 
Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT 
Other: 

6. Classification 

Category Ownership Current Function Resource Count 
district public agriculture landscape Contributing Noncontributing 

X buildinq(s) X private commerce/trade recreation/culture 2 3 buildings 
structure both defense religion 0 0 sites 
site domestic social 0 0 structures 
object education transportation 0 0 objects 

funerary work in progress 2 3 Total 
government unknown 
health care X vacant/not in use Number of Contributing Resources 
industry other: previously listed in the Inventory 

0 
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Condition 
excellent X__ deteriorated 
good ruins 
fair altered 

Summary 

Located on Batts Neck, on Kent Island, Kirwan's Eareckson Farm stands approximately three-and-one-third miles south of 
Stevensville. It faces north, a little over a third of a mile north-northwest from the intersection of Deer Run Lane and Batts Neck 
Road. The house appears to be a circa-1880, two-and-a-half-story, wood frame structure with a two-story, rear ell. Architectural and 
documentary details, however, indicate that a portion of the house may have been constructed circa 1850-1860. A non-historic ranch 
house, a non-historic garage, and a non-historic shed are located immediately to the west-northwest of the house; a historic, one-story, 
wood-frame, machine shed stands approximately thirty-five yards northeast. 

Description 

Primary Resource 

The house at Kirwan's Eareckson Farm sits on a level, grassy, 13.73-acre lot. Deer Run Lane, a gravel-paved road, runs north from 
Batts Neck Road on the east side of the house to make a circle in front of the house before continuing further back on the property. 
Three large deciduous trees are located in the center of this circle. Agricultural fields fill the area to the east, across Deer Run Lane, 
and a county recreational park is situated to the south, on land historically associated with the farm. The farm and the park are now 
separated by a wood, post-and-rail fence. A wood stockade fence encloses the entire rear of the house, running from the northeast 
corner of the main block to the southwest corner of the rear ell. 

From the exterior, Kirwan's Eareckson Farm presents a typical I-house form. It has a more-or-less symmetrical five-bay facade 
organized around a central entry, a single-pile main block, and interior end chimneys at both ends of the main block, as well as at the 
rear of the ell. A two-story rear ell that appears to be contemporaneous with the main block extends from the south elevation. The 
building sits upon a brick pier foundation. The house is vacant, and in severely deteriorated condition. Currently clad in wood 
shingles, its original wood weatherboard is visible where shingles are missing. It has a side-gable roof, with a rear ell, and a centered 
gable ornamenting the facade. The roof is clad with asphalt shingles that, like the siding, are missing in spots, with wood shingles 
visible underneath. Nearly all of the original windows are missing. While some window openings are blank, most have been filled 
with replacement, one-over-one, wood, double-hung windows. All of the windows have wood surrounds with projecting sills and 
lintels; the lintels are square-edged, but the sills are notched into the window posts. The boxed, wood cornice, complete with 
cymatium, marks the roofline, and the gable ends feature cornice returns. A vacant, single, segment-topped window opening occupies 
the centered front gable. The front entry has a surround matching the window surrounds, but its door has been replaced by one made 
of plywood. The main block's westernmost chimney is broken off above the roofline, as is the one in the rear ell. The main block's 
easternmost chimney, while in poor condition, is mostly intact and still possesses its original corbelled cap. On the west end of the 
facade, the first and second story windows do not align with each other. 

The farmhouse's west elevation is comprised of the two-bay main block, and the two-bay rear ell. Its details conform to those found 
on the house's facade, with the one exception being that the gable is occupied by two paired windows that match the single window in 
the centered, front gable. The south elevation of the rear ell is two bays long, while the south elevation of the main block has three 
bays. The ell's rear gable is also occupied by a pair of segment-topped windows. A first-story doorway occupies the westernmost bay 
of the main block's south elevation. Its surround is still in place, but a replacement, two-light-over-two-panel, wood door has been 
inserted into the opening. A small wood deck connects this doorway with another one in the innermost bay of the ell's east elevation. 
This doorway has been crudely widened; its original surround is present on the northernmost end, but has been cut away on the 
southernmost end. A plywood door fills the opening. A window opening occupies the other first story bay, while a single window is 
centered in the second story. The east elevation of the main block is devoid of openings, aside from the paired segmental-topped 
windows in the gable. 

There is some evidence that the current appearance of Kirwan's Eareckson Farm is the result of more than one construction campaign. 
Just west of the facade entry, a wood cornerboard is visible underneath the wood shingles. Two side-by-side, brick piers in the same 
location give further evidence of separate framing in the eastern and western halves of the house. The wood sills in both halves appear 
to be hewn, although those in the western section are less weathered. This evidence suggests that the eastern half may be the older of 
the two sections, and that the house was expanded and/or remodeled late in the nineteenth century. 
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Period Areas of Significance Check and justify below 

1600-1699 X agriculture economics health/medicine performing arts 
1700-1799 archeology education industry philosophy 

X 1800-1899 X architecture engineering invention politics/government 
1900-1999 art entertainment/ landscape architecture religion 
2000- commerce recreation law science 

communications ethnic heritage literature social history 
community planning exploration/ maritime history transportation 
conservation settlement military other: 

Specific dates Architect/Builder 

Construction dates circa 1860; expanded circa 1880 

Evaluation for: 

National Register Maryland Register X not evaluated 

Summary Statement of Significance 

Notwithstanding its state of disrepair, Kirwan's Eareckson Farm is a typical Queen Anne's County farmhouse from the second half of 
the nineteenth century, and it illustrates the prevalence of tenant farming in the county in the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries. Occupied by a tenant farmer as early as 1860, Kirwan's Eareckson Farm continued to be used as a tenant farm through the 
early twentieth century. For most of the period between 1865 and 1930, half of more than half of the farmers in Queen Anne's County 
did not own the land they worked. 

Historical Narrative 

Benjamin Winchester Eareckson (1803-1867) appears to have been a substantial landowner and farmer on Kent Island, and was likely 
responsible for the first construction at Kirwan's Eareckson Farm.1 He owned at least two farms: this one, and Eareckson's Prospect 
(Legg-Eareckson Farm, QA-205), about half a mile north on Bart's Neck.2 He made his residence at Eareckson's Prospect, however, 
which he inherited upon the death of his father, John Eareckson, in 1826.3 It is unclear when or how B.W. Eareckson received the 
land at Kirwan's Eareckson Farm. The Eareckson family had owned land in this area since the seventeenth century.4 It seems likely, 
therefore, that B.W. Eareckson received the approximately 200 acres that originally comprised Kirwan's Eareckson Farm as an 
inheritance.5 

Certainly no later than 1860, Eareckson operated Kirwan's Eareckson Farm as a tenant property, with a farmer named James Hoxter 
occupying the property.6 Tenant farming was common in Queen Anne's County from the mid-nineteenth century through the early 
twentieth century. After the Civil War ended in 1865, many of the large plantations of antebellum Queen Anne's County were sub­
divided into smaller farms or leased to tenants. As a result, new farm complexes and tenant houses were erected throughout the 

1 Both the 1850 and 1860 U.S. censuses list Eareckson as a farmer, owning twelve slaves, and employing numerous laborers, some of whom were free blacks. 1850 
U.S. Population Census, Queen Anne's County, Maryland, 4th Election District, Page No. 227r; 1850 U.S. Population Census - Slave Schedule, Queen Anne's County, 
Maryland, 4th Election District; 1860 U.S. Population Census, Queen Anne's County, Maryland, 4th Election District, Broad Creek, Page No. 2; 1860 U.S. Population 
Census - Slave Schedule, Queen Anne's County, Maryland, 4th Election District, Page No. 1. 

2 An 1866 map of Queen Anne's County notes that Eareckson owned both locations. J. G. Strong's Map of Queen Anne's County (n.p.: J.G. Strong, 1866). An 1877 
map indicates that his widow owned the two properties. An Illustrated Atlas of Kent and Queen Anne Counties, MD (Philadelphia: Lake, Griffing & Stevenson, 1877). 

3 See Chain of Title, Continuation Sheet 8-2, for this all subsequent deed references. 
4 The first Eareckson in Queen Anne's County, John Erickson (alternate: Johan Ericksson) arrived in Maryland in 1651, and, in 1658, received a land grant on Batt's 

Neck. See Legg-Eareckson Farm, QA-205. According to the MIHP Form for Stinton, it is the oldest positively dated house in Queen Anne's county, with a 
construction date of 1722. It is located about one-and-one-half miles east of Kirwan's Eareckson Farm. See Stinton, Old Point, QA-273 

5 According to the MIHP Form for the Legg-Eareckson Farm, QA-205, B.W. Eareckson also seems to have owned Friendship, QA-163 (NR: 94000727), inheriting it 
through the Winchester family. 

6 In the 1850 census, the property does not seem to be occupied. 1850 U.S. Population Census, Queen Anne's County, Maryland, 4th Election District, Page No. 
227v. By the time of the 1860 census, however, James Hoxter lived on-site, with family members, servants, and laborers. 1860 U.S. Population Census, Queen Anne's 
County, Maryland, 4th Election District, Broad Creek, Page No. 3. 
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of surveyed property 13.73 acres 

Acreage of historical setting approximately 200 acres 

Quadrangle name Kent Island Quadrangle scale: 1:24,000(7.5 minute) 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

The property boundary is defined by the current parcel boundaries shown on tax map 63, grid 8, parcel 177 in Queen Anne's 
County, Maryland. 

11. Form Prepared by 
name/title Kathryn Gettings Smith, Director, Architectural History and Preservation Planning 

Gerald M. Maready, Jr., Architectural Historian 

organization History Matters, LLC date November 16,2007 

street & number 1502 21st Street, NW, 2nd Floor telephone (202) 223-8845 

city or town Washington state DC 

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland 
Legislature to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 
supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only and do not 
constitute any infringement of individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Maryland Department of Planning 
100 Community Place 
Crownsville, MD 21032-2023 
410-514-7600 

http://fisher.lib.virginia.edu/collections/stats/histcensus/index.html
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At the time of the survey, the owner denied entry to the interior because he deemed it unsafe. He did state, however, that he used the 
house as a workshop for many years, and had removed or altered the vast majority of the interior finishes. These alterations included 
removing the plaster, and reorienting the stair. In addition, he stated that the windows were removed for use in another house, located 
on Benton Pleasure Road on Cox Neck, Kent Island. 

Secondary Resources (buildings, sites, structures, objects) 

A circa-1940 machine shed sits to the northeast of the house. It is a two-bay, wood-frame structure, clad with standing-seam metal 
siding. Its side-gabled roof is also clad with standing-seam metal. The shed sits upon a concrete-block pier foundation. Its vehicle 
bay, located at the west end, is open, while the eastern doorway contains a replacement, fifteen-panel, wood door. 

A circa-1985, one-story ranch house sits immediately to the west-northwest of the farmhouse. It is a frame structure, clad with vinyl 
siding, with a side-gabled roof sheathed in asphalt shingles. An oversized, one-story, metal, prefabricated garage is situated to the 
north of this house, and a one-story, prefabricated, metal shed sits to its southwest. 
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county. For most of the period between 1865 and 1930, half of more than half of the farmers in Queen Anne's County did not own the 
land they worked. The majority of these tenant farmers, including James Hoxter, were white.7 

In B.W. Eareckson's 1864 will, he bequeathed the farm to his wife, Elizabeth Goodhand Eareckson (died circa 1880; nee Elizabeth 
White), until her death, at which time the property was to pass to his nephew, James Benjamin Bright (ca. 1845-1913). The portion of 
the will that describes Kirwan's Eareckson Farm mentions its tenant, James Hoxter, by name. From architectural evidence (See 
Section 7), it seems that the house that Hoxter occupied is a portion of the current structure. 

James B. Bright inherited Kirwan's Eareckson Farm circa 1880, and continued to operate it as a tenant farm; the 1914 deed of sale 
between the executors of James Bright's estate and Joseph Carter mentions the tenant, J.C. Paca, by name. Bright is likely responsible 
for expanding and Victorianizing the residence, given that he owned it during the time period that it seems to have occurred, and he 
likely upgraded a nearby property in a similar manner.8 Bright's 1911 codicil to his 1909 will instructed his heirs to sell Kirwan's 
Eareckson Farm upon his death to satisfy debts. In 1914, therefore, Bright's heirs sold the farm to Joseph Carter, who immediately 
sold it to James E. Kirwan. 

James E. Kirwan (1848-1938) was a prominent resident of Kent Island and likely leased the farm to tenants. A former oyster boat 
captain, he operated and lived above his store on Crab Alley Neck (QA- 550, James E. Kirwan House and Store) until his death.' He 
was elected to the Maryland State Senate as a Democrat in 1900 and 1904. Kirwan's heirs sold Kirwan's Eareckson Farm to Oscar M. 
Legg and his wife Florence in 1938. Like the majority of the prior owners, Oscar Legg was a farmer.10 It is unclear whether the Leggs 
lived at Kirwan's Eareckson Farm, or whether it continued to be tenanted. The property stayed in the Legg family until 1980. 

7 "Fourteenth Census of the United States, State Compendium: Maryland," Historical Census Browser (Charlottesville, VA: University of Virginia, Geospatial and 
Statistical Data Center, 2004), accessed December 2006, <http://fisher.lib.virginia.edu/collections/stats/histcensus/index.html>. 

8 In 1895, Bright bought Legg's Dependence {William E. Porter Farm, QA-206), and owned it until 1901, when he sold it to William E.H. Porter. The MIHP form 
for the William Porter Farm identifies Bright as the likely author of that house's Victorianization. 

9 Kent Island Heritage Society, Inc., Kirwan House and Museum, "History of James E. Kirwan" (Stevensville, Md.: Kent Island Heritage Society, Inc., n.d.). See also 
James E. Kirwan House and Store, QA-550. 

101930 U.S. Population Census, Queen Anne's County, Maryland, Part [of] 4th Election District, Enumeration District No. 18-7, Sheet No. 5A. 

http://fisher.lib.virginia.edu/collections/stats/histcensus/index.html
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Chain of Title 

7 April 1993 
Grantor. Ralph H. Hamilton, Sr. & Amelia Hamilton (husband & wife), and Gerald D. & Susan E. Kimmel (husband & wife) 
Grantee: Ralph H. Hamilton Sr. & Amelia Hamilton 
Liber MWM 421, Folio 902 
Lot #5A as shown on plat "Minor Subdivision of the Lands of Hamilton—Plat Book 19 folio 56—with 50 foot right-of-way for 
ingress & egress 

14 June 1990 
Grantor: Ralph H. Hamilton Sr. & Amelia Hamilton (husband & wife) 
Grantee: Ralph & Amelia Hamilton and Gerald D. & Susan E. Kimmel (husband & wife) 
Liber MWM 352, Folio 425 
Half interest conveyed to each couple; Susan is daughter of Hamiltons 
Exhibit A—Lot 5 metes & bounds; "Plat of subdivision, part of Y.S.J. Associates Farm, April 1986" 

8 June 1984 
Grantor: Edgar P. Young, Charles A. Shreve, Jr. & Richard Johnson, co-partners trading as YSJ Associates 
Grantee: Ralph H. Hamilton, Sr. & Amelia Hamilton (husband & wife) 
Liber MWM 214, Folio 385 
[same description] 

23 September 1980 
Grantor: YSJ Associates, general partnership 
Grantee: Bryce, Inc. (body corporate) 
Liber MWM 167, Folio 769 
109.4402 acres 

23 September 1980 
Grantor: Bryce, Inc. 
Grantee: YSJ Associates 
Liber MWM 167, Folio 766 
109.4402 acres; now & formerly known as "Oscar M. Legg Farm"; cert, of survey dated Sept. 12, 1980 & plat thereof by Greenhorne 
& O'Mara Inc. 

23 September 1980 
Grantor: Oscar Legg Jr. & Jane C. Legg (husband & wife), Harold M. & Angeline T. Legg (husband & wife), Doris I. & George E. 
Walters (wife & husband) 
Grantee: Bryce Inc. 
Liber MWM 167, Folio 689 
169.4402 acres 

6 March 1975 
Grantor: John T. Clark III 
Grantee: Oscar Legg, Jr. & Jane C. Legg (husband & wife), Harold M. Legg & Angeline T. Legg (husband & wife), George E. & 
Doris I. Walters (husband & wife) 
Liber CWC 91, Folio 478 
201.27 acres; undivided 1/3 interest to each couple; farm known as "Kirwan's Earickson Farm" 
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6 March 1975 
Grantor. Oscar Legg, Jr., Harold M. Legg, & Doris I. Walters 
Grantee: John T. Clark III 
Liber CWC 91, Folio 476 
201.27 acres; "Kirwan's Earickson Farm" except 1956 conveyance to county commissioners 

6 March 1975 
Grantor. Florence F. Legg, William Roy Legg, & Jacqueline H. Castle as custodian for Barry Lee Legg (minor) 
Grantee: Oscar Legg Jr., Harold M. Legg, & Doris I. Walters 
Liber CWC 91, Folio 474 
[same description] 
Oscar Legg Sr. died & land vested in Florence Legg 

6 March 1975 
Grantor: Florence F. Legg 
Grantee: Oscar Legg, Jr., Harold M. Legg, Doris I. Walters, William Roy Legg, & Jacqueline H. Castle for Barry Lee Legg 
Liber CWC 91, Folio 472 
Transferring 1/5 interest to each grantee & 1/10 interest to Castle 
[same description] 

22 November 1938 
Grantor: Lemuel & Maude J. Kirwan (husband & wife) 
Grantee: Oscar M. & Florence Legg (husband & wife) 
Liber WHC 7A, Folio 362 
201.27 acres 
James E. Kirwan (widower) died Feb. 13, 1938; will devised property to son Lemuel; farm being known as "Benjamin Bright Farm" 
or Kirwan's Eareckson Farm. 

2 September 1914 
Grantor: Joseph W. Carter & Ella E. Carter (husband & wife) 
Grantee: James E. Kirwan 
Liber WFW 5, Folio 585 
Farm known as "Eareckson Farm"; 200 +/- acres "now in tenancy of J.C. Paca" 

2 September 1914 
Grantor: Ida M. Bright, B. Harrison Bright, & James T. Bright, executors of last will & testament of James B. Bright 
Grantee: Joseph W. Carter 
Liber WFW 5, Folio 584 
"Eareckson Farm" now in tenancy of J.C. Paca; 200 +/- acres; 
sold June 2, 1914 at public auction to Carter; devised to late James B. Bright in second item of will of late Benjamin W. Eareckson 
(Sept. 14, 1864). 

23 September 1913 
Will & Codicil of James B. Bright 
Will Book Liber RWT 2, Folio 173 
Will written 8 October 1909 
Codicil written 19 September 1911 
Asks executors to either take charge of and rent real estate to pay debts and monetary distributions or to sell various properties as the 
Orphan's Court directs: 
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#2 "Eareckson's Farm" containing about 200 acres devised to me in the will of my uncle, Benjamin W. Eareckson, dated 14 
September 1864. 

25 June 1867 
Will of Benjamin W. Eareckson of Kent Island 
Will Book Liber STH 1, Folio 425 
Will written 14 September 1864 
Item 1: to my dear wife Elizabeth, all of my home farm (called Eareckson's Prospect) where I now dwell. 
Item 2: to [...] Elizabeth for and during her life, all that Tract of Land or farm upon which Mr. James Hoxter now resides "as Tenant" 
and she my said wife is to have and to hold, to exercise and to control, a free full and unmolested title to and ownership in said farm, 
with all its rights, privileges and immunities as if in fee simple, as long as she lives, and after the death of my wife - It is my wish and 
desire, and I hereby give and devise the said farm to my beloved Nephew Benjamin Bright, son of my deceased sister Susan Bright to 
him and his heirs forever. 
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